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Life lessons

Absent from school

On the 24 August we welcomed all our grades back to school for Term Three of the
revised 2020 academic calendar. I wish to thank everyone for their co-operation for a
smooth re-opening. The younger learners found it very strange being at school after
such a long stay at home. It was great to hear how much all the children knew about
COVID-19 and how o protect themselves and others. A big shout out to our parents for
educating them at home on this topic.

School Fees

We have started with our School Based Assessments (SBA) for Term Three, a reminder that the learners will only be assessed on the worked covered for that period. Those
learners who are home due to comorbidities and other reasons, are reminded to continue to work hard. Some advice, get out of bed, get dressed for the day, prepare yourself
as you would if you had to come to school, plan your day, with the assistance of your
parents and stick to the routine.

Earth and sky,
woods and
fields, lakes and
rivers, the
mountain and
the sea, are excellent schoolmasters, and
teach some of us
more than we
can ever learn
from books. —
John Lubbock

This week we started introducing our drama classes and wow the kids enjoyed the lessons so much. Next week we will be starting with our computer skills lessons, coding
and robotics are on the menu, how exciting. We are slowly but surely moving towards
get back to normal. Parents please be advised that all staff have been trained on the
COVID-19 protocols and strict measures are in place in all classes to ensure that we
are all safe when attending school.
If learners are feeling anxious, nervous or worried about anything, please make contact
with our school councilor via the class teacher and Mr Pete Vink will gladly help where
possible. Take some time to read the story on the next page, I found it to be so profound and know that you would too.
Please stay safe, wear your mask, practice physical distancing at all times and sanitise
regularly. Let us continue to place God at the center of this pandemic and pray for a full
and speedy recovery of all infected by this virus.
God bless
Mrs B Fisher
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Life Lessons from the Choluteca Bridge
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The river changed course, and the bridge became redundant
In Honduras, Central America, the government built a
new bridge over the river Choluteca to connect it to a
new bypass road. For a country known for its fiery
hurricanes, they should build a bridge in such a way
that it should withstand Nature’s fury. And they did it.
A Japanese company built the bridge with the latest
technology available.
The construction began in 1996 and ended in 1998.
After a few months, Hurricane Mitch hit Honduras and
deposited 75 inches of rain in four days, equivalent to
what they received in six months. The river Choluteca
flooded the country. Over 7000 people lost their lives.
The hurricane damaged or destroyed most of the
bridges except one.
The new Choluteca bridge remained unaffected. It
withstood the hurricane’s fury. But there was a ‘small’ problem. The river changed course. It formed a new channel. It no
longer flowed beneath the bridge. The river flowed beside the bridge. The Choluteca bridge became a bridge to nowhere. The Choluteca bridge has become a metaphor for many lessons spanning our personal, business, and technological lives.


Nature functions by its own rules and self-organizing principles, some of which remain unknown to us. We think
we can tame Nature, but its unpredictability and ‘unknown unknowns’ spring nasty surprises when we least expect them, like a river changing its course.



The Choluteca River caused a massive disruption by changing its course. A bridge built at an enormous cost became a worthless white elephant. In the business world, such disruptions destabilize existing players who remained complacent about their future.



Even the best product may end up without a market.



Negotiating risk and uncertainty continues to challenge our collective intelligence. We can never provide for random events, however meticulously we may plan and design solutions. The Japanese bridge engineers focused
on making the structure robust enough to withstand the fury of hurricanes. They never expected the river to
change its course.



Sometimes we experience the inversion of the problem-solution matrix when the solution itself turns into a problem. The Honduras government thought the new bridge solved the problem of crossing the Choluteca River. The
solution not only became redundant, it itself turned into an additional problem of an enormous investment in an
infrastructure that failed to achieve its purpose.



The sudden alteration in the river’s course reinforced the chronic uncertainty of life. Change is the only constant
in life. Like the river, we may have to change course in our lives. Adaptability is the key to survival and resilience.



We must rethink our blind faith in technology to fix all our problems. Sure, technology has solved innumerable
problems. But technology has to have a narrow focus to achieve its purpose. It cannot have an expansive view to
consider unexpected glitches and seemingly improbable and extraordinary exigencies.

What happened to the ‘Bridge to Nowhere’? In 2003, they reconnected the bridge to the highway.
To sum up
The Choluteca Bridge is a metaphor for change in the face of unpredictable occurrences. The hurricane was the disrupter. The river that carved an alternative route for itself represented the norms of the alternative world. And the bridge
standing for the society had to adapt to the new order.
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ABSENT FROM SCHOOL
Parents of learners who are absent from school on days they are expected
to attend, are reminded, to kindly inform the school of his/her absence and
the reason for his/her absence. This communication must take place via
phone call; 021 705 1324 or email; info@stannesprimary.co.za before 9am
every morning.
The absent learner will return to school on the next school day he/she is
expected to be at school.

Book Week
7—11 September
Read a book and blow your mind.
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Term

Start
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End

Three 24 August

23 October

Four

15 December

2 November

My school card
Initiative

Kindly note:
Thursday 24 September is a public holiday.

Friday 25 September is NOT a school holiday.

Each time you swipe you MySchool card it
helps raise funds for St Anne’s. A big thank
you to all our St Anne’s families and friends
who continue to use their MySchool Cards a
passive fundraising tool for our school. Contact the school office for more details.

PLEASE CONTACT MRS HENDRICKS ON 021 7051324

Standard Bank: Plumstead

MONDAY TO FRIDAY: 7:30 PM TO 3:30PM

Account No: 071 785027

E-Mail: bursar.stannes@gmail.com

Branch Code: 025 409

We would like to take this opportunity to thank all those parents that have continued to pay school
fees during these uncertain times as these funds are needed to pay staff and to pay for the schools contractual obligations with our service providers.
In the event that you are experiencing financial difficulties due to your current situation, please contact
the bursar directly to make alternative arrangements - bursar.stannes@gmail.com
A reminder for those paying school fees via EFT to please make use of your account number as your
payment reference and to email proof of payment to—bursar.stannes@gmail.com
Kindly note that all aftercare accounts have been credited for the year, as you have been invoiced for
the year. Should the aftercare reopen parents will be invoice accordingly.
ANNUAL FEES Grade R

R 16 616.90

th

Payable by 7 February

TERMLY (X4)
Payable in advance the first Friday of new
term
MONTHLY (X10)

R 4 154.20

R 1 661.70

ANNUAL FEES Grades 1 – 7
Discount 10% if paid by 15
February 2020

Mrs. B Fisher

R 10 498.00
Discount

QUARTERLY (x 4)

R2 624.50

Discount 5% if paid by the
first Friday of each term

Discount

MONTHLY (x 10)

Keep safe

th

R 131.20
R 1 049.80

Parents you can pay your fees via debit or
credit card at the office from 8:30-14:00 daily.
During the COVID-19 pandemic please make
arrangements at the office.

